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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C, 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, In such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. The device as claimed being an audio control device or video control device, 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Applicant merely states that the device may be an audio control device or 
video control device, but no disclosure is made as to how these devices would actually 
be configured so as to be usable with the yoke as disclosed. The limitations are given 
little weight. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

(e) the invention was described in — 


i 
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(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national 
application published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United 
States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a): 

Claims 1, 2, 3. 6. 9, 10, 11, 15, 16, andl 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Glader. 

Per claim 1 , Glader discloses an electrical device comprising a mounting yoke 
13a for mounting said electrical device into an outlet box. 

Per claim 2, yoke comprises a slotted mounting hole (that portion of the slot 
where the bolt B is located) for receiving a mounting screw B, and a channel leading 
into said slotted mounting hole (see figure 1 , the portion of the hole visible on both sides 
of bolt B). 

Per claim 3, mounting screw comprises an elongated post, a head 20 positioned 
at one end of the elongated post and a support rim 24 positioned along the elongated 
post at a predetermined distance from said head and in a plane that is substantially 
parallel to the plane in which said head lies. 

Per claim 6, said channel comprises a substantially enclosed opening. 

Per claim 9, said channel is generally circular in shape (see figure 1). 

Per claim 10, said channel is configured so as to be large enough to 
accommodate the head of the mounting screw (note that applicant is not positively 
claiming the screw, and the channel is large enough to accommodate the head of some 
mounting screw of a particular size, possibly smaller than the bolt shown in Glader). 
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Per claim 11, ttie electrical device comprises a receptacle. 
Claims 15, 16, and 19, are rejected for the reasons pertaining to claims 1, 2, 3, 6, 
9,10,11 

Claims are 1 , 2, 3, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Slater et al. ("Slater"). Regarding claims 1,2,3, Slater discloses the 
device as claimed (see figures 1-4). Per claim 12, the device is a switch. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Eder. Per 
claim 17, Eder discloses an electrical device comprising a mounting yoke for mounting 
said electrical device into an outlet box; said mounting yoke comprises: slotted 
mounting hole 21 (see figure 2) for (i.e. capable of receiving) receiving a mounting 
screw; and score line 22 delineating a portion of the yoke that can be removed to form a 
channel that opens into said slotted mounting hole (where the portion of the slot 
remaining on the extension 16, 18. is capable of being used as the mounting hole). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 5, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Glader in view Hubbell et al. ("Hubbell"). 

Regarding claims 4, 5, the Glader slot does not extend from the outer edge. 
Hubbell discloses a yoke where the slot 43 extends from an outer edge to the mounting 
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hole (where the mounting hole is the portion of the slot occupied by the screw 3 when 
the yoke is attached to the box 2). At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to configure the Glade slot as a slot opened to the outer edge of the yoke as 
taught in Hubbell. The suggestion or motivation for doing so would have been to 
simplify attachment of the yoke to the box as taught in Hubbell (col. 1 , par. 2). 

Per claim 7, said channel comprises two walls that are substantially parallel to 
each other. 

Per claim 8, said channel comprises two walls that converge inward from an 
outer edge of said mounting yoke into said slotted mounting hole (see Hubbell figure 6, 
in particular note that inner portion 44 transitions to end portion 38 in a gradual and 
rounded manner, such that the bent transition portion joining portion 44 to end portion 
38 forms a converging inner edge). 

Claims 13-14 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Glader as in claims 1 , 2, 3, 6, 9, 1 0, 1 1 , 1 5, 1 6. and 1 9 in view of Slater. Slater 
and Glader show a receptacle and a switch, but not other devices such as audio or 
video controls. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to substitute 
various devices for the receptacle or switch. The suggestion or motivation for doing so 
would have been to facilitate mounting of these devices, such motivation being well 
known in the art. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Eder as 
in claims 17 in view of Slater. Eder discloses a receptacle. Slater shows a switch. At 
the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to substitute various devices for 
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the receptacle, such as a switch as taught in Slater. The suggestion or motivation for 
doing so would have been to facilitate mounting of various devices, such motivation 
being well known In the art. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ross Gushi whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2005. If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley, can be reached at 571-272-2800 extension 33. The 
phone number for the Group's facsimile is (703) 872-9306. 


Conclusion 
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